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What you order… vs. … What you get



Science is now more: 

- accessible
- open 
- transparent
- diversified

Researchers develop research, 
communication, leadership, 
managerial skills…

New competences for researchers

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/career-development/researchers/career-handbook-young-researchers/handbook-subpage

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/career-development/researchers/career-handbook-young-researchers/handbook-subpage


New (digital) communicative landscape

★ lay summaries
★ highlights
★ graphical/video abstracts
★ researcher websites/blogs
★ research group videos
★ video methods articles
★ dissemination events/talks/contests
★ three-minute thesis presentations…
★ crowdfunding proposals



How has this come about?

● hypermodality
● context collapse
● audience flattening
● altmetrics
● knowledge commodification
● language ecologies
● genre ecologies

➢ new literacies
➢ democratisation of science
➢ promotionalism
➢ from logos to pathos and ethos
➢ value of national and vernacular 

languages
➢ genre networks



Remember this guy?



This is him now. Feel old yet?

Let’s have a look at two examples!



EXAMPLE 1. 
www.theconversation.com                                   What we know:

- Digital articles (Podcasts, newsletters, opinion, digests, discussion, discoveries, 
results, listicles, recommendations, evaluations…)

- Editions in English: Global*, Europe*, Africa, Australia, NZ, UK, US, Canada
- Other editions: Canada (Fr), France (Fr), España (Sp), Brasil (Pt), Indonesia (Id)
- Wide range of subjects: Arts+Culture, Business+Economy, Education, Environment, Health, 

Politics+Society, Science+Tech (UK: Cities, US: Ethics+Religion)

- Written by academics, no peer review, but there are editors
- Embeddings and hyperlinks



EXAMPLE 1. 
www.theconversation.com                                      What we don’t know:

- Audience / readership
- Communicative purpose, one genre or many (networks?)? Is it just a “medium”?
- Recognition, value, utility
- Linguistic features, functional moves
- Engagement in different languages
- Engagement in different sections / disciplines
- Rejections
- Who embeds what and why?
- Who creates hyperlinks and why?



EXAMPLE 1. 

www.theconversation.com

These questions are relevant to understanding science communication and 
researchers’ practices today.

- How do you train a researcher to be ready to write something like this?
- Is it even valuable/necessary to train them?
- Who should be training them?



EXAMPLE 2. Twitter

Research group’s timeline:

- Advertise publications, blog posts, conference presentations…
- Multimodal, attention-getting, different genres, summarise, persuade…

Luzón (2023). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.006

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.006


EXAMPLE 2. Twitter

Epidemiologists’ tweets:

- Dissemination threads to inform about scientific topics.
- Context collapse
- Purposes: 

- React to an event 44.0%

- Share scientific information 41.8%

- Announce event, publication, appearance 9.9%

- Share a story 9.9%

Tardy (2023). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.005

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.005


EXAMPLE 2. Twitter

Twitter conference presentations:

- Conference presentation > tweet format
- T1 - introduction
- T2 - data
- T3 - data
- T4 - methods & results
- T5 - methods & results
- T6 - concusion

https://twitter.com/hilpert_martin/status/1599716570582122496

Villares (2023). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.005

https://twitter.com/hilpert_martin/status/1599716570582122496
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2022.10.005


Thank you!
Vă mulțumim!

This presentation is a contribution to the the Erasmus+ project Digital Language and Communication Training for EU Scientists (DILAN), 
co-funded by the European Commission (project ID 2022-1-ES01-KA220-HED-000086749) and to the project Digital Genres and Open 
Science, funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation (PID2019-105655RB-I00, funded by MCIN/AEI/ 
10.13039/501100011033)

Understanding digital
science communication practices

Training researchers and 
academics for the digital age


